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California Structural Engineer Departed for Haiti to Assess 
Damage

January 18, 2010, Los Angeles, CA – Structural and Earthquake Engineer, Kit 
Miyamoto departed for Haiti with the Pan American Development Foundation 
(PADF). Miyamoto will provide structural engineering expertise to support 
PADF disaster relief efforts in Haiti.  

“From my experience with disaster sites, together with the pressing scale 
of the humanitarian needs in Haiti, there will be limited resources to provide 
high level structural/earthquake engineering expertise. Providing this exper-
tise is a key component of disaster response and it is very time critical,” said 
Miyamoto, CEO of Miyamoto International and Global Risk Miyamoto.  

Miyamoto will assess structural stability of damaged structures; identify safe 
access for PADF personnel; and assess the overall structural damage condi-
tions and how these lessons may apply to other countries.  

PADF, a natural disaster relief arm of the Organization of American States 
(OAS), is a non-profit organization working in Haiti. PADF is sending emer-
gency relief supplies including food, tools, telecommunications equipment 
and more, to contribute to the relief effort. PADF will be working with civil 
protection authorities, the private sector and community organizations to 
provide immediate and long-term assistance.  

Global Risk Miyamoto is a joint venture formed by Global Risk Consultants, the world-
wide leader in unbundled property loss control, and Miyamoto International, one of the 
largest structural engineering firms in California. The company was formed specifically 
to provide corporations and public agencies with accurately quantified site-specific 
risk identification and loss expectancies resulting from natural hazard perils such as 
earthquakes, windstorms, hurricanes, typhoons, and floods.

Miyamoto International provides structural, earthquake and wind engineering services 
related to the design and strengthening of buildings. Project sectors include: seismic 
evaluation and retrofit, education, commercial, civic, corporate, healthcare and infra-
structure. With six offices on the west coast and international offices in Tokyo, Japan, 
and Istanbul, Turkey, Miyamoto International is one of the largest structural engineer-
ing firms in the United States. 
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